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Nuclear First Strike Consequences Of A Broken Taboo:
  Nuclear First Strike George H. Quester,2006-02-07 This provocative and timely work examines various scenarios in
which the deployment of nuclear weapons could occur the probable consequences of such an escalation the likely world
reactions and the plausible policy ramifications Rather than projecting the physical damage that would result from nuclear
attacks George H Quester offers an exploration of the political psychological and social aftermath of nuclear conflict The
prospect of nuclear attack sixty years after atomic bombs destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki is difficult to confront on many
levels We may avoid the discussion for emotional reasons for fear of generating a self confirming hypothesis or simply
because of the general nuclear taboo But there are also self denying propositions to be harnessed here if the world gives
some advance thought to how nuclear weapons might be used again such attacks may be headed off If the world avoids
nuclear weapons use until the year 2045 it will be able to celebrate one hundred years of nuclear concord Quester suggests
that this may be achieved through the careful consideration of possible nuclear deployment scenarios and their consequences
In this insightful analysis he provides a starting point for informed and focused reflection and preparation   Nuclear
Deterrence in a Multipolar World Stephen Cimbala,2017-07-05 The view that America and Russia have burned their
candles on security cooperation with respect to nuclear weapons is simply mistaken This timely study identifies twelve
themes or issue areas that must be addressed by the United States and Russia if they are to provide shared successful
leadership in the management of nuclear world order Designed as supplementary reading in upper division and graduate
courses in national security policy defense and nuclear arms control it is also suitable for courses taught at military staff and
command colleges and or war colleges   The Ethics of Nuclear Weapons Dissemination Thomas E. Doyle,2015-02-11
This book examines the moral dilemmas of nuclear dissemination and the justifications of both nuclear pursuit and avoidance
by contemporary states Applying Constructivist methodologies and moral theory the author analyses a core set of moral
dilemmas that ensnare decision makers amongst state and non state nuclear aspirants as well as amongst states committed
to preventing horizontal proliferation The book shows that the character structure and implications of these dilemmas have
not yet been adequately understood or appreciated and that such an understanding is necessary for an effective set of
nonproliferation policies Furthermore it shows that the dilemmas force and political policy import are evident in the
discourses that diverse actors undertake to defend their nuclear choices and how the dilemmas of nuclear aspirants are
implicated in those of nuclear preventers The author advocates a number of policy recommendations that reinforce some
already made by scholars and experts but more importantly others that advise significantly different courses of action The
book reveals how the moral dilemmas of nuclear aspiration avoidance and prevention constitute the security dilemmas and
paradoxes that comprise much of the 21st century security environment This book will be of much interest to students of
nuclear proliferation international relations ethics and international security studies   Catastrophic Consequences Steven



R. David,2008-08-15 A look at how civil upheaval in foreign nations is becoming a greater threat to the United States than
international warfare and what must be done Civil war and other types of radical domestic upheaval are replacing
international war as the preeminent threat to American security and economic well being according to Steven R David
Catastrophic Consequences argues that civil conflicts are of even greater importance than deliberate efforts to harm the
United States because the damage they inflict is unintended and therefore impossible to deter David examines the prospects
for and potential aftereffects of instability in four nations vital to U S national interests Saudi Arabia Pakistan China and
Mexico It is not a rising China that threatens America but one that is falling apart Likewise the United States should not
worry over a hostile Pakistani regime but rather one that cannot keep the country together Similarly a conflict torn Mexico or
Saudi Arabia poses a far greater danger to America than does either of those states growing stronger In assessing these
threats David contends that the United States s only viable option is to view other state civil upheaval similarly to natural
disasters and to develop a coherent effective emergency response mechanism which does not exist today in any systemic
nationwide form David is not a doomsayer or an advocate or liberal interventionism He does not argue that the United States
can or should mediate in civil wars Instead he calls for a cold hearted examination of countries suffering collapse with
disciplined attention to the potential damage to American interests David s book offers a promising new beginning for a
difficult and pressing set of issues Jeremi Suri Political Science Quarterly   Global Nuclear Disarmament V R
Raghavan,2012-08-01 The DPG was chosen as a research institution to assist in the deliberations of the International
Commission on Nuclear Non Proliferation and Disarmament constituted by the Australian and Japanese governments The
support of the NTI to DPG s efforts has been immense and definitive The first decade of 21st century has seen a resurgence
of support for global nuclear disarmament A cascade of nuclear disarmament proposal has emerged from different sources
India has consistently favored complete global nuclear disarmament even as it laid the foundations of a nuclear energy
programme Notwithstanding the nuclear tests Indian policy on global nuclear disarmament has not been disavowed Global
nuclear disarmament is closely linked to geo political conditions Unless such conditions are favourable states are unlikely to
take initiatives to either reduce or eliminate their nuclear weapons stockpiles This book examines the geopolitical necessities
which will encourage nuclear disarmament globally It also contrasts them with the geopolitical realities currently prevailing
which impact on nuclear disarmament The papers in the book bring forth both the challenges and opportunities that lie
ahead   Nuclear Weapons and Cooperative Security in the 21st Century Stephen J. Cimbala,2009-09-10 This book
looks at the prospects for international cooperation over nuclear weapons proliferation in the 21st century Nuclear weapons
served as stabilizing forces during the Cold War or the First Nuclear Age on account of their capability for destruction the
fear that this created among politicians and publics and the domination of the nuclear world order by two superpowers the
United States and the Soviet Union The end of the Cold War the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the potential for nuclear



weapons acquisition among revisionist states or even non state actors including terrorists creates the possibility of a wolves
eat dogs phenomenon in the present century In the 21st century three forces threaten to undo or weaken the long nuclear
peace and fast forward states into a new and more dangerous situation the existence of large US and Russian nuclear
weapons arsenals the potential for new technologies including missile defenses and long range precision conventional
weapons and a collapse or atrophy of the nuclear nonproliferation regime and the opening of the door for nuclear weapons to
spread among more than the currently acknowledged nuclear states This book explains how these three weakening forces
interact with one another and with US and Russian policy making in order to create an environment of large possibilities for
cooperative security but also of considerable danger Instead the choices made by military planners and policy makers will
create an early twenty first century story privileging nuclear stability or chaos The US and Russia can and should make
incremental progress in arms control and nonproliferation This book will be of much interest to students of nuclear
proliferation and arms control strategic studies international security and IR in general Stephen J Cimbala is Distinguished
Professor of Political Science at Pennsylvania State University He is the author of numerous works in the fields of
international security defense studies nuclear arms control and other topics He has consulted for various US government
agencies and defense contractors   Annihilation from Within Fred Charles Iklé,2006 Globalization guarantees the spread of
new technologies whether beneficial or destructive and this proliferation reaches beyond North Korea Iran and other rogue
states Our greatest threat is a cunning tyrant who might gain a few weapons of mass destruction and annihilate a nation s
government from within assuming dictatorial power The twentieth century offers vivid examples of tyrants who have
exploited major national disasters by rallying violent followers and intimidating an entire nation To explain how we have
become so vulnerable Fred Ikle turns to history Some 250 years ago science was freed from political and religious
constraints causing a cultural split Since then science has advanced at an accelerating pace while religion and politics have
moved along a zigzag course This divergence will widen and endanger the survival of nations Drawing on his experience as a
Washington insider Ikle outlines the practical measures that could be implemented to help us avert catastrophe   India's
Nuclear Policy Bharat Karnad,2008-10-30 This book examines the Indian nuclear policy doctrine strategy and posture
clarifying the elastic concept of credible minimum deterrence at the center of the country s approach to nuclear security This
concept Karnad demonstrates permits the Indian nuclear forces to be beefed up size and quality wise and to acquire strategic
reach and clout even as the qualifier minimum suggests an overarching concern for moderation and economical use of
resources and strengthens India s claims to be a responsible nuclear weapon state Based on interviews with Indian political
leaders nuclear scientists and military and civilian nuclear policy planners it provides unique insights into the workings of
India s nuclear decision making and deterrence system Moreover by juxtaposing the Indian nuclear policy and thinking
against the theories of nuclear war and strategic deterrence nuclear escalation and nuclear coercion offers a strong



theoretical grounding for the Indian approach to nuclear war and peace nuclear deterrence and escalation nonproliferation
and disarmament and to limited war in a nuclearized environment It refutes the alarmist notions about a nuclear flashpoint in
South Asia etc which derive from stereotyped analysis of India Pakistan wars and examines India s likely conflict scenarios
involving China and minorly Pakistan   Fighting Hurt Henry Shue,2016 This volume brings together key work by the
leading political philosopher Henry Shue on the issue of torture and the moral challenges surrounding the initiation and
conduct of war   On Limited Nuclear War in the 21st Century Jeffrey A Larsen,Kerry M Kartchner,2023-05-25 These
essays by nuclear policy experts provide a speculative but serious and well informed journey through a variety of scenarios
and contingencies Foreign Affairs Recent decades have seen a slow but steady increase in nuclear armed states and in the
seemingly less constrained policy goals of some of the newer rogue states in the international system The authors of On
Limited Nuclear War in the 21st Century argue that a time may come when one of these states makes the conscious decision
that using a nuclear weapon against the United States its allies or forward deployed forces in the context of a crisis or a
regional conventional conflict may be in its interests They assert that we are unprepared for these types of limited nuclear
wars and that it is urgent we rethink the theory policy and implementation of force related to our approaches to this type of
engagement Together they critique Cold War doctrine on limited nuclear war and consider a number of the key concepts that
should govern our approach to limited nuclear conflict in the future These include identifying the factors likely to lead to
limited nuclear war examining the geopolitics of future conflict scenarios that might lead to small scale nuclear use and
assessing strategies for crisis management and escalation control Finally they consider a range of strategies and operational
concepts for countering controlling or containing limited nuclear war A series of trenchant essays that deconstruct a critical
national security challenge that most of us wish did not exist Assembling a star studded cast of scholars analysts and policy
practitioners Larsen and Kartchner have produced some of the most important new thinking on an old topic H Diplo   Arms
for Uncertainty Stephen J. Cimbala,2016-04-08 Nuclear weapons are here to stay They have survived into the twenty first
century as instruments of influence for the US Russia and other major military powers But unlike the Cold War era future
nuclear forces will be developed and deployed within a digital driven world of enhanced conventional weapons As such
established nuclear powers will have smaller numbers of nuclear weapons for the purpose of deterrence working in parallel
with smarter conventional weapons and elite military personnel The challenge is to agree proportional reductions in nuclear
inventories or abstinence requiring an effective nonproliferation regime to contain aspiring or threshold nuclear weapons
states This is the most comprehensive view of nuclear weapons policy and strategy currently available The author s division
of the nuclear issue into the three ages is a never seen before analytical construct With President Obama reelected the
reduction and even elimination of nuclear weapons will now rise to the top of the agenda once more Moreover given the
likelihood of reductions in US defense spending the subject of the triad which is covered in Chapter One will no doubt be an



important subject of debate as will the issue of missile defense covered in Chapter 10 This book provides an excellent
analysis of the spread of nuclear weapons in Asia and the Middle East and the potential dangers of a North Korean or Iranian
breakout subjects that dominate current policy debates   Preemption Henry Shue,David Rodin,2007-11 Is a nation ever
justified in attacking before it has been attacked If so under precisely what conditions This volume of new specially
commissioned chapters provides the most definitive assessment to date of the justifiability of preemptive or preventive
military action   Handbook of Defence Politics Isaiah "Ike" Wilson III,James J.F. Forrest,2011-03-28 Issues of defence
politics and policy have long been at the forefront of political agendas and defining of international affairs However the
dramatic changes to the global system that have taken place since the end of the Cold War and parrticularly since the terror
attacks on the USA on 11 September 2001 have amplified the world s attention toward political and policy issues of national
regional and global security The focus of this volume is on examining the fundamental causes of and defence policy responses
to this new post 9 11 security environment Edited by Isaiah Ike Wilson III and James J F Forest of the US Military Academy
West Point USA this volume is international in scope with pieces written by experts in the field offering a collection of up to
date and balanced insights on key contemporary issues of concern to defence policymakers The book will be an invaluable
reference tool for academics and students researchers in international relations policymakers media professionals and
government officials   The George W. Bush Defense Program Stephen J. Cimbala,2010 The events of 9 11 and the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan make an obvious case for expert study of the George W Bush defense program During the Bush
administration the rise and fall of governments the fates of peoples and the very definitions of war and victory were up for
discussion The United States with its unprecedented global military power at the dawn of the twenty first century created
new opportunities for using foreign policy and military strategy on behalf of national and allied interests But this power was
limited and its use against unconventional or otherwise unorthodox enemies required careful calibration of its various
instruments In this insightful series of essays edited by Stephen Cimbala eleven academic experts prominent in the defense
and security think tank communities assess Bush s defense program Many also have past or current experience in the U S
government or the American armed forces They examine Bush s defense policy and strategy across several critical issues
including Iraq Afghanistan terrorism nuclear arms control and foreign military sales In addition special chapters are devoted
to the leadership style of former defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld to the idea of victory as it might apply to Bush s defense
decisions and to the best exit strategy from Iraq for the United States The lessons learned from the successes and failures in
Bush s defense policy clearly presented in The George W Bush Defense Program can also be applied to the appraisal of all
presidents   Japan, South Korea, and the United States Nuclear Umbrella Terence Roehrig,2017-09-19 For close to
sixty years the United States has maintained alliances with Japan and South Korea that have included a nuclear umbrella
guaranteeing their security as part of a strategy of extended deterrence Yet questions about the credibility of deterrence



commitments have always been an issue especially when nuclear weapons are concerned Would the United States truly be
willing to use these weapons to defend an ally In this book Terence Roehrig provides a detailed and comprehensive look at
the nuclear umbrella in northeast Asia in the broader context of deterrence theory and U S strategy He examines the role of
the nuclear umbrella in Japanese and South Korean defense planning and security calculations including the likelihood that
either will develop its own nuclear weapons Roehrig argues that the nuclear umbrella is most important as a political signal
demonstrating commitment to the defense of allies and as a tool to prevent further nuclear proliferation in the region While
the role of the nuclear umbrella is often discussed in military terms this book provides an important glimpse into the political
dimensions of the nuclear security guarantee As the security environment in East Asia changes with the growth of North
Korea s capabilities and China s military modernization as well as Donald Trump s early pronouncements that cast doubt on
traditional commitments to allies the credibility and resolve of U S alliances will take on renewed importance for the region
and the world   Countering the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction Thanos P Dokos,2020-07-24 As counter
profileration is expected to become the central element in the new national security policy of the US such actions will
constitute a central element of every major international conflict in the first decades of the 21st century One of the most
important geostrategic phenomena of the past decade has been the extraordinary diffusion of war making capabilities from
the developed North to the developing South In the eyes of some proliferant states possessing nuclear biological and
chemical NBC weapons would not only add to their regional stature but would also offer an asymmetrical counter to the West
s massive superiority in conventional forces In the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East a number of countries are
assumed to possess varying levels of NBC weapons capabilities Reasons for concern include the fact that such weapons have
been used in the past the region s geographic proximity to Europe and the vital interests of the West which is prepared under
certain circumstances to use force to protect them the multiplicity of conflicts and other security problems and the general
instability in the region including the spread of religious extremism This important and timely book assesses in detail the
accuracy of predictions and perceptions about a possible military threat from the Southern Mediterranean Muslim world and
their impact on NATO s political and military posture Thanos P Doxos presents an assessment of the Alliance s options for
dealing with the problem This book represents an invaluable topical resource for researchers and policy makers   Nuclear
Weapons in the Information Age Stephen J. Cimbala,2012-02-02 In today s information age the coexistence of nuclear
weapons with advanced conventional weapons and information based concepts of warfare is a military contradiction Nuclear
deterrence was initially predicated on geopolitical military and technical assumptions These were based on Cold War politics
rational deterrence theory the concept of mutual vulnerability and the fact that information and technology diffusion were
limited Today however far from being obsolete nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction have not only survived but
have become weapons for states that face security threats including perceived threats of nuclear blackmail or expectation of



conflicts This study focuses on this unplanned coexistence of two distinct arts of war including the possibility that states like
the U S may be held hostage to nuclear blackmail by outlier regimes or terrorists such as North Korea It shows that
restricting nuclear proliferation should still be on the agenda of policymakers and calls for a revitalized global
nonproliferation regime This unique survey by a leading expert will appeal to anyone interested in arms control nuclear
proliferation and defense policy   The Politics of Security in Modern Russia Mark Galeotti,2016-03-03 The Putin era
saw a striking securitization of politics something that he has bequeathed to his chosen successor Dmitry Medvedev The
omens from the early days of the Medvedev presidency have been mixed marked both by less confrontational rhetoric
towards the West and by war with Georgia and continued re armament Has the Medvedev generation learned the lessons not
just from the Soviet era but also from the Yeltsin and Putin presidencies or will security remain the foundation of Russian
foreign and domestic policy Fully up to date to reflect the evolving Medvedev presidency the 2008 Georgian war and the
impact of the economic downturn this volume is a much needed objective and balanced examination of the ways in which
security has played and continues to play a central role in contemporary Russian politics The combination of original
scholarship with extensive empirical research makes this volume an invaluable resource for all students and researchers of
Russian politics and security affairs   The False Promise of Superiority James H. Lebovic,2023 This political analysis
exposes the fanciful logic that the United States can use nuclear weapons to vanquish nuclear adversaries or influence them
when employing various coercive tactics During the Cold War American policymakers sought nuclear advantages to offset an
alleged Soviet edge Policymakers hoped that US nuclear capabilities would safeguard deterrence when backed perhaps by a
set of coercive tactics But policymakers also hedged their bets with plans to fight a nuclear war to their advantage should
deterrence fail In The False Promise of Superiority James H Lebovic argues that the US approach was fraught with peril and
remains so today He contends that the United States can neither simply impose its will on nuclear adversaries nor safeguard
deterrence using these same coercive tactics without risking severe counterproductive effects As Lebovic shows the current
faith in US nuclear superiority could produce the disastrous consequences that US weapons and tactics are meant to avoid
This book concludes that US interests are best served when policymakers resist the temptation to use or prepare to use
nuclear weapons first or to brandish nuclear weapons for coercive effect   The Tradition of Non-Use of Nuclear Weapons
T.V. Paul,2009-01-23 An exploration of the rise persistence and impact of the tradition of non use of nuclear weapons
followed by nuclear powers for well over sixty years
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