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Reaching For Power The Shia In The Modern Arab World:
  Reaching for Power Yitzhak Nakash,2011-10-30 As the world focuses on the conflict in Iraq the most important political
players in that country today are not the Sunni insurgents Instead they are Iraq s Shi I majority part of the Middle East s
ninety million Shi I Muslims who hold the key to the future of the region and the relations between Muslim and Western
societies So contends Yitzhak Nakash one of the world s foremost experts on Shi ism With his characteristic verve and style
Nakash traces the role of the Shi is in the struggle that is raging today among Muslims for the soul of Islam He shows that in
contrast to the growing militancy among Sunni groups since the 1990s Shi is have shifted their focus from confrontation to
accommodation with the West Constituting sixty percent of the population of Iraq they stand squarely at the center of the U S
government s attempt to remake the Middle East and bring democracy to the region This groundbreaking book addresses the
crucial importance of Shi is to the U S endeavor Yet it also alerts readers to the strong nationalist sentiments of Shi is
underscoring the difficult challenge that the United States faces in attempting to impose a new order in the Middle East The
book provides a comprehensive historical perspective on Shi ism beginning with the emergence of the movement during the
seventh century continuing through its rise as a political force since the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1978 79 and leading up
to the Iraqi elections of January 2005 Drawing extensively on Arabic sources this comparative study highlights the reciprocal
influences shaping the political development of Shi is in Iraq Saudi Arabia Bahrain and Lebanon as well as the impact of the
revival of Shi ism on the larger Arab world The narrative concludes with an assessment of the risks and possibilities arising
from the assertion of Shi I power in Iraq and from America s attempt to play an increasingly forceful role in the Middle East A
landmark book and a work of remarkable scholarship Reaching for Power illuminates the Shi a resurgence amid the shifting
geopolitics of the Middle East   Patriotic Ayatollahs Caroleen Marji Sayej,2018-04-15 Patriotic Ayatollahs explores the
contributions of senior clerics in state and nation building after the 2003 Iraq war Caroleen Sayej suggests that the four so
called Grand Ayatollahs the highest ranking clerics of Iraqi Shiism took on a new and unexpected political role after the fall
of Saddam Hussein Drawing on previously unexamined Arabic language fatwas speeches and communiqu s of Iraq s four
grand ayatollahs this book analyzes how their new pronouncements and narratives shaped public debates after 2003 Sayej
argues that contrary to standard narratives about religious actors the Grand Ayatollahs were among the most progressive
voices in the new Iraqi nation She traces the transformative position of Ayatollah Sistani as the guardian of democracy after
2003 Sistani was in particular instrumental in derailing American plans that would have excluded Iraqis from the state
building process a remarkable story in which an octogenarian cleric takes on the United States over the meaning of
democracy Patriotic Ayatollahs counter conventional argument about the ayatollahs vision of a nonsectarian nation is neatly
realized Through her deep knowledge and long term engagement with Iraqi politics Sayej advances our understanding of
how the post Saddam Iraqi nation was built   The Clergy and the Modern Middle East Mohammad R.



Kalantari,2021-09-23 The Shi i clergy are amongst the most influential political players in the Middle East For decades
scholars and observers have tried to understand the balance of power between Shi i quietism and activism The book is based
on exclusive interviews with high profile Shi i clerics in order to reveal how the Shi i clerical elite perceives its role and
engages in politics today The book focuses on three ground breaking events in the modern Middle East the 1979 Islamic
Revolution in Iran the 2003 Iraq War and the 2006 July war in Lebanon By examining the nature and evolution of a Shi i
clerical network the book finds that far from there being strategic differences between quitest and activist clerics Shi i
mujtahid statesmen matured from 1979 in Iran to 2003 Iraq by way of a pragmatism which led to a strong form of
transnational and associated whole in Lebanon in 2006 In doing so the book breaks down the established and misleading
dichotomisation of the Shi i clergy into quietists and activists and discovers that the decision of Shi i clerical elites to become
politically active or to stay out of politics are attributable to their ability to adapt to their political environments   How Iran
Plans to Fight America and Dominate the Middle East Gabriel G. Tabarani,2008 With the creeping possibility of a nuclear
breakout its vigorous sponsorship of international non state armed groups and its escalating intervention next door in Iraq
Lebanon and the Palestinian Territories the Islamic Republic of Iran is a triple threat at least to international security and
America and Western s Middle Eastern interests Indeed perhaps no country according to the West fits the definition of rogue
state as well as Iran does Making matters worse Iran s confidence and clout in the region and beyond are indubitably on the
rise But that is only the beginning Shiite Persian Iran is not content with being just an inconsequential pariah Iran has grand
ambitions Tehran wants to be the predominant state in the Middle East replacing the United States as the region s power
broker and lording over its Sunni Arab neighbours With the fall of its most fearsome competitors for regional pre eminence
Iraq s Saddam Hussein and Afghanistan s Taliban Iran is unabashedly reasserting itself on the international stage Buoyed by
high energy prices emboldened by continuing American challenges in Iraq and Afghanistan encouraged by consistent
unimpeded progress in its nuclear program and the increased influence of its extremist allies Hamas and Hizbollah Iran has
its eye on becoming the regional hegemony So the question here How Iran plans to fight America Israel and the West and
dominate the Middle East Gabriel G Tabarani who is an Expert on Middle East Affairs will try to give the answer on this
question in this book through a fair and balanced information analysis arguments examination and recommendations which
will clear every point concerning the Iranian ambitions and the USA strategy to confront them   The Art of Resistance in
Islam Yafa Shanneik,2022-01-20 Based on first hand ethnographic insights into Shi i religious groups in the Middle East and
Europe this book examines women s resistance to state as well as communal and gender power structures It offers a new
transnational approach to understanding gender agency within contemporary Islamic movements expressed through
language ritual practices dramatic performances posters and banners By looking at the aesthetic performance of the political
on the female body through Shi i ritual practices an aspect that has previously been ignored in studies on women s acts of



resistance Yafa Shanneik shows how women play a central role in redefining sectarian and gender power relations both in
the Middle East and in the European diaspora   Beyond Terror and Martyrdom Gilles Kepel,2009-07-01 Kepel urges us to
escape the ideological quagmire of terrorism and martyrdom and explore the terms of a new and constructive dialogue
between Islam and the West This book sounds the alarm to the West and to Islam that both of these exhausted narratives are
bankrupt neither productive of democratic change in the Middle East nor of unity in Islam   The Other Shiites Alessandro
Monsutti,Silvia Naef,Farian Sabahi,2007 Shia Islam is a central issue in contemporary politics Often associated with Iran
Shiite communities actually exist in many Islamic countries Focusing on the other Shiites outside Iran this book offers a
survey of their diversity and multiplicity in the last two centuries The contributions cover three major topics The first part
deals with the relationship of Shia minorities to the Sunni regimes Secondly the public affirmation of their identities through
specific rituals and social attitudes is analysed Finally the third part of this volume examines the strengthening of these
identities through traditional religious rituals and cultural performances or through the re interpretation and adaptation of
these to present day life Coming from various academic backgrounds the authors have used different methodologies and
have been engaged in field work   Pedagogy, Politics and Philosophy of Peace Carmel Borg,Michael Grech,2017-02-23 In
an age where official and sponsored violence are becoming normalised and conceived of as legitimate tools of peace keeping
a number of leading academics and activists represented in Pedagogy Politics and Philosophy of Peace interrogate and resist
the intensification of the militarisation of civil life and of international relations Coming from different areas of study the
contributors to this volume discuss peace and critical peace education from a range of perspectives The nature of peace
myths related to peace the logistics of peace and peacemaking as well as the relation of peace and pedagogy in the broadest
meaning of the term constitute the main themes of the book The common thread that binds the chapters together is the
distinction between genuine authentic and false peace and the importance of critical reflection on actions that contribute to
genuine peace   The Shi�a of Samarra Imranali Panjwani,2012-01-30 The assault on Samarra which was built in the
period of the Abbasid caliphate in the ninth century CE therefore came to represent for many a symbol of the destructive civil
conflict which engulfed Iraq following the 2003 US led invasion The Shi a of Samarra explores and analyses the cultural
architectural and political heritage of the Shi a in both Samarra and the Middle East thus highlighting how this city functions
as a microcosm for the contentious issues and debates which remain at the forefront of efforts to rebuild the modern Iraqi
state Its examination of the socio political context of the Shi a Sunni divide provides important insights for students and
researchers working on the history and politics of Iraq and the Middle East as well as those interested in the art and
architecture of the Islamic world   Resistance, Power and Conceptions of Political Order in Islamist Organizations Maren
Koss,2018-01-03 This book provides a comprehensive analysis of Islamist organizations conceptions of political order based
on a comparative case study of the Shiite Lebanese Hezbollah and the Sunni Palestinian Hamas Connecting Islamism



research Critical Constructivist norm research and resistance studies from the field of International Relations Theory it
demonstrates that resistance constitutes both organizations core norm and is relevant for their conceptions of political order
Based on primary Arabic data the book illustrates that the core norm of resistance deeply intertwined with both
organizations interactions towards power preservation and the specific political context they are engaged in characterizes
Hezbollah s and Hamas respective conceptions of political order and explains the differences between them In contrast to
common perceptions presented in research politics and the media the book shows that in the case of both Hezbollah and
Hamas the religious orientation i e Shiite and Sunni Islamist political thought plays a secondary role only when it comes to
explaining Islamist organizations political orientation Bringing new insights from cases that lie beyond the Western liberal
world order into Critical Constructivist norm research and resistance studies the book establishes a theoretical framework
that enables scholars to comprehensively analyze Islamist organizations political orientation in different cases without being
caught in limited analytical categories It will be of interest to students and scholars of International Relations Theory Middle
East Studies and Global Governance   Survival 49.2 Dana Allin,2023-05-31 First published in 2007 This book explores the
complicity of democratic states from the global North in state terrorism in the global South   New Horizons of Muslim
Diaspora in Europe and North America Moha Ennaji,2016-05-30 This book provides insights into some of the social topics
related to the homogenization and stereotyping of Muslims It explores the experiences of Muslims in Western societies with a
particular focus not only on gender home and belonging multiculturalism and ethnicity   Militancy and Political Violence in
Shiism Assaf Moghadam,2011-07-21 This book is the first systematic assessment of current trends and patterns of militancy
in Shii communities in the Middle East and South Asia specifically in Iran Iraq but also in Lebanon Saudi Arabia Pakistan
Afghanistan Kuwait and Bahrain It addresses two key questions What trends emerge in the types of militancy Shii actors
employ both inside and outside of the Shii heartland And what are the main drivers of militancy in the Shii community
  Islam in the World Today Werner Ende,Udo Steinbach,2011-12-15 Considered the most authoritative single volume
reference work on Islam in the contemporary world the German language Der Islam in der Gegenwart currently in its fifth
edition offers a wealth of authoritative information on the religious political social and cultural life of Islamic nations and of
Islamic immigrant communities elsewhere Now Cornell University Press is making this invaluable resource accessible to
English language readers More current than the latest German edition on which it is based Islam in the World Today covers a
comprehensive array of topics in concise essays by some of the world s leading experts on Islam including the history of
Islam from the earliest years through the twentieth century with particular attention to Sunni and Shi i Islam and Islamic
revival movements during the last three centuries data on the advance of Islam along with current population statistics
Muslim ideas on modern economics on social order and on attempts to modernize Islamic law shari a and apply it in
contemporary Muslim societies Islam in diaspora especially the situation in Europe and America secularism democracy and



human rights and women in Islam Twenty four essays are each devoted to a specific Muslim country or a country with
significant Muslim minorities spanning Asia Africa the Middle East and the former Soviet Union Additional essays illuminate
Islamic culture exploring local traditions the languages and dialects of Muslim peoples and art architecture and literature
Detailed bibliographies and indexes ensure the book s usefulness as a reference work   In a Pure Muslim Land Simon
Wolfgang Fuchs,2019-03-05 Centering Pakistan in a story of transnational Islam stretching from South Asia to the Middle
East Simon Wolfgang Fuchs offers the first in depth ethnographic history of the intellectual production of Shi is and their
religious competitors in this Land of the Pure The notion of Pakistan as the pinnacle of modern global Muslim aspiration
forms a crucial component of this story It has empowered Shi is who form about twenty percent of the country s population
to advance alternative conceptions of their religious hierarchy while claiming the support of towering grand ayatollahs in
Iran and Iraq Fuchs shows how popular Pakistani preachers and scholars have boldly tapped into the esoteric potential of Shi
ism occupying a creative and at times disruptive role as brokers translators and self confident pioneers of contemporary
Islamic thought They have indigenized the Iranian Revolution and formulated their own ideas for fulfilling the original
promise of Pakistan Challenging typical views of Pakistan as a mere Shi i backwater Fuchs argues that its complex religious
landscape represents how a local South Asian Islam may open up space for new intellectual contributions to global Islam Yet
religious ideology has also turned Pakistan into a deadly battlefield sectarian groups since the 1980s have been bent on
excluding Shi is as harmful to their own vision of an exemplary Islamic state   Twelver Shiism Andrew J.
Newman,2013-11-20 Charts the history and development of Twelver Shi ismAs many as 40 different Shi i groups existed in
the 9th and 10th centuries only 3 forms remain Why is Twelver Shi ism one of them As the established faith in modern Iran
the majority faith in Iraq and areas in the Gulf and with its adherents forming sizeable minorities elsewhere in the region it is
arguably the most successful branch of Shi ism Andrew Newman charts the history Twelver Shi ism uncovering the
development of the key distinctive doctrines and practices which ensured its survival in the face of repeated challenges He
argues that the key to the faith s endurance has been its ability to institutionalise responses to the changing often localised
circumstances in which the community has found itself thereby remaining remarkably resilient in the face of both internal
disagreements and external opposition   Middle Eastern Minorities Ibrahim Zabad,2017-03-27 This is a comprehensive
survey of minorities in the Middle East with a special focus on the post Arab Spring era Minority communities in the Middle
East are the most susceptible to the turbulence engulfing the region the majority may suffer physical violence and
socioeconomic loss but minorities could potentially vanish Instead of ushering in democracy and inclusive politics the
revolutionary upheavals have prompted chaos and fear and reinforced the resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism throughout
the region Zabad uses historical sources as well as first hand interviews to vividly describe the current status of minorities in
the Middle East explaining attitudes towards the revolutionary upheavals as well as the various strategies they used to avail



themselves of the opportunities presented and to confront the risks posed The question of ethnic sectarian and religious
minorities is situated in the context of the broader history of the region in order to explain the underlying institutional and
ideological factors that caused their predicament and problematized their relationship with the majority The book providesa
rich trove of information and insights generated from ten case studies that covered the Sh a in Saudi Arabia Bahrain Lebanon
and Egypt the Druze the Alawites Christians and Kurds in Syria the Copts in Egypt and the Zaydis in Yemen   Guardians
of Shi'ism Elvire Corboz,2016-03-31 Based on a political sociology of two families of religious scholars al Hakim and al Khu i
Elvire Corboz explains the internal workings of transnational leadership patterns in Shi ism for the first time   The Silent
Revolution Khawla Mattar,May Seikaly,2014-12-31 How immune is the Gulf region to the changes that have engulfed the
Arab world since 2011 This volume responds to this question by examining the impact of the Arab Spring on Gulf regimes
and societies and contributing to debates on political participation and citizenship sectarianism gender and identity
formation as well as the role of the media in exposing the paradoxes of the Gulf system and its relationship to international
political actors   Threats and Alliances in the Middle East May Darwich,2019-09-26 Examines Saudi and Syrian policies
during three pivotal wars to understand how identity and power influence state behaviour in the Middle East
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